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[Mepiinym :
Important scholar of the Greek Enlightenment. He taught at the Principality Academy in lasi (Jassy) and published numerous books, both
monographs on the history and geography of Romania and Europe in general, and many translations of scientific and philosophical texts.

Al Ovopata
Dimitrios Phillipidis

Tomrog ko Xpovog I'évvmonc
1750-1755, Milies, Mount Pilio (Pelion)
Tomog ko Xpovog Oavdatov
Beginning of November 1832, Bilti, Bessarabia

Kopua [dt0mnta
Scholar

1. Birth — Studies— Teaching

Daniil (lay name Dimitrios) Filippidis was born possibly between 1750-1755 in Milies, Pilion. His family was eminent and the scholars
Anthimos Gazis and Grigorios Konstantas were his cousins. He was initialy taught by the local teacher, the priest-monk Anthimos

papa- Pantazis.!

Dimitrios was ordained a priest-monk in 1779 and embarked on a series of wanderings in order to gain a broader education. He
initialy attended the School of Athos (Athonias) but the poor quality of teaching there after the departure of Evgenios Voulgaris
frustrated him and already by 1779 he was on Chios, at the School of Agios Minas. A year later he was attending lessons at the
Principality Academy in Bucharest under notable professors and scholars such as Neophytos Kausokalyvitis. Filippidis remained in

Bucharest until 1784 while he later taught at the Principality Academy in lasi, possibly for a short period (1784-1786).2

Filippidis' meeting with Dimitrios Katartzis, “patriarch” of scholars in Wallachia and a particularly competent thinker with a

multifaceted European and eastern education, was hugely important for his intellectual development, hisinnovative linguistic ideas
and hisinterest in French thinking, during his stay in Wallachia.

An even more important turning point for the development of Filippidis' philosophical and scientific thinking was his stay in Paris
(1790-1794). While in the French capital he had the opportunity to attend lessons presented by important scientists such as the
astronomer Lalande while he also became closely connected to the geographer Barbié du Bocage, who remained a close friend for

many years.*

Filippidis abandoned Parisin 1794, possibly because of the violent developments following the French Revolution, which had

disappointed him, and arrived in Milies in the summer of the same year.® After a series of moves he settled anew in lagi in 1796, at
the house of the great Gheorghe Bals, where he had been appointed tutor to his sons and where he also continued to write and

translate.® For a short period (1803-1806) he taught, despite the objections of conservative sections in lasi, at the Principality
Academy, thanks also to the support of the prince Alexandros Mourouzis who wished to re-organize the Academy and improve its

standards.’
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In 1810 he travelled for a second time to Paris where he remained until 1812. During his stay in the French capita his relations with
Adamantios Korais became tense, possibly because of differences on linguistic and philosophical issues. Over the following years
(1812-1815) he lived in Chisinau as assistant to the scholar bishop Banulescu-Bodoni, and later (1815-1818) in Leipzig in order to
oversee the publication of his books. He returned to lasi in 1818 and lived in the Bals house.

Little in known about the last years of Filippidis’ life, during which he seems to have not kept in contact with his old friends and
collegues. He did, however, become a member of the Society of Friends (Filiki Etaireia) in 1819, but did not return to Greece
despite the invitation of the scholar Neophytos Doukas. He died forgotten by al in Balti, a small town in Bessarabia, at the beginning

of November 1832.8

2. Works

Writing was undoubtedly the areain which Daniil Filippidis distinguished himself. His work is characterized by variety asit included
both original geographical and historical essays, and trandations of important European texts of science and philosophy.

2.1. Modern Geography (Geographia Neoteriki)

In 1791, Daniil Filippidis and Grigorios Konstantas published in Vienna the first volume of the Modern Geography (Geographia
Neoteriki), which included a description of Europe. The Geography was one of the most innovative texts of the Greek
Enlightenment, thanks to the inventive application of new geographical methodol ogies which placed emphasis on autopsy and the use

of the best European handbooks. The ideas expressed within it were often critical, even anticlerical.?

The modern innovative spirit of the Geography was also expressed clearly in the use of alively and malleable “popular” language
with very few ties to the "purified" speech (katharevousa) commonly used by most scholars. It is worth noting that the work’s
linguistic form disappointed even Dimitrios Katartzis, the intellectual “father” of the two scholars (who became known as Dimitrieis),

while Filippidis himself, while never denouncing the text's language, never used such “popular” speech again.1®
2.2. Trandations

Asatypica representative of the Enlightenment, Filippidis placed great emphasis on the trangation of European books on the
physical sciences. He thus trandated the Physics by Brisson, which remained unpublished and the Astronomy by Lalande whih was

published in two volumesin Viennain 1803.11

Apart from scientific textbooks, Filippidis was also systematically involved with the trandation of philosophical texts. The texts he
trandlated display his extensive knowledge on the course of philosophical thinking in Europe. In 1801 he published in Vienna a classic
text of French Enlightenment, the Logic by Condillac, while during the last years of hislife the scholar from Milies trand ated
numerous extracts of Kant's works, as he was one of the first Greek scholars of the Enlightenment together with Koumas to

approach the thought of the great German philosopher.12
2.3. Filippidis historical works

Filippidis became systematically involved with history writing during the last decades of his life. Specifically in 1816 he published in
Leipzig his History of Romania (Istoria tis Roumounias) and Geography of Romania (Geografikon ths Roumounias).

In the works dedicated to the history of Romania, the scholar seems to have adopted the thoughts of various Romanian scholars from
both the Danubian Principalities of Wallachia/ Moldavia and Transylvania, regarding the origin and historical past of Romanians, and
adopted the protonatioalistic ideas of these thinkers. He thus examined the history of al three principalities through an acceptance of

their historical unity while he defended Romanian “rights” against German historians. 23 It is also worth noting that he was the first to
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use the term “Romania’, a fact which was repeatedly noted in Romanian historiography. 1

It is notable that Greek intellectuals, mainly those involved with the journal Logios Ermis, adopted a clearly negative attitude toward
Filippidis' historical studies as they believed that the “nation” (genos) needed different compositions, mainly regarding its national

history, and because they believed that the scholar’s language was “technical and pretentious”.1®
3. Evaluation

Filippidis was a distinguished personality among Greek Enlightenment scholars. He was undoubtedly endued and exceptionaly gifted
both in the positive sciences and the humanities, while he was also a “difficult” personality who did not have any close friends.

Although Greek scholarshad been positive in their critique of Filippidis' Geography,they had an entirely negative attitude toward the
scholar’s historical writings and believed that he did not assist as much as he could the promotion of Greek education. On the
contrary, Romanian researchers, at least from the beginning of the 20th century, have underlined the originality of his thought and the
early use of the term “Romania’ used by the Greek scholar.

1. For detailed biographical information on Filippidis see Kovpapiavov, A. (ed.) daviji @iliznidng-Barbié du Bocage-Avyiog T'alis, Alnloypapio
(1794-1819) (AOMva 1966), pp. 238-286; Camariano-Cioran, A., Les Académies Princiéres du Bucharest et Jassy et leurs professeurs (@socolovikn
1974), pp. 612-621 and Owovopidng, A.B., «Aavink ®lmnidov Biog kot épyov (1759-1832)», Mvyuosivy 7 (1978-1979), pp. 203-223.

2. Kovpopiavod, A. (ed.), davijd driarxrionc-Barbié du Bocage-AvOioc I'oliic, Alnioypapio (1794-1819) (A6Yva 1966), pp. 238-239; Camariano-
Cioran, A., Les Académies Princiéres du Bucharest et Jassy et leurs professeurs (@sooaiovikn 1974), pp. 613-614.

3. Kovpaptovod, A. (ed.), davujl dilirmionc-Barbié du Bocage-Avioc Falig, Alinioypapia (1794-1819) (ABMva 1966), pp. 239-242. On Katartzis
circle see Anpopdg, K.0., NeoseAnvikog Arapwtiouds (ABnva 1998), pp. 181-185; on Katartzis as a thinker see pp. 201-243.

4. Kovpaptovov, A. (ed.), daviii dilinmionc-Barbié du Bocage-AvOiuoc Inlic, AlAnioypapia (1794-1819) (ABMva 1966), pp. 234-247.
5. Kovpapiavov, A. (ed.), daviil. diirridnc-Barbié du Bocage-AvOiuog Ioijs, Addnloypagia (1794-1819) (A6va 1966), p. 195.

6. Kovpoptavod, A. (ed.), davijl diiaxrionc-Barbié du Bocage-AvOioc I'oliic, Alnioypapio (1794-1819) (A6Yva 1966), pp. 249-250; Camariano-
Cioran, A., Les Académies Princiéres du Bucharest et Jassy et leurs professeurs (@esoolovikn1974), pp. 615-616.

7. Kovpapiavo, A. (ed.), davii). diliridnc-Barbié du Bocage-AvOyuog alifs, Addnloypogia (1794-1819) (ABvvo. 1966), pp. 256-259; Camariano-
Cioran, A., Les Académies Princiéres du Bucharest et Jassy et |eurs professeurs (@scocalovikn 1974), pp. 617-619.

8. Kovpoapiavod, A. (ed.), davijl Piiurrionc-Barbié du Bocage-AvOioc I'aliic, Al inioypapio (1794-1819) (ABMva 1966), pp. 274-286; Okovopidng,
AB., «AaviA PAmmidov Biog kat égyov (1759-1832)», Mvnuoovvn 7 (1978-1979), pp. 217-223.

9. Modern edition: Kovpaptovov, A. (ed.), daviid drharmone xar [pnydpirog Koveraviag, Iewypagia Newepua (A0Yvo 1988), with rich information
on the sources and methodol ogy on pages 9-79. Analytically on the ideological bases of the Geography see KitpounAidng, I1., NeoeAinvikég
Mopotiouds. O molitikés kot kolwvikég 10éeg (AOMva 1999), pp. 139-164.

10. See Anpapdc, K.0., Neoelnvixéc Aiapwtiouéc (A6Yva 1998), p. 181. On Filippidis' linguistic interests, which included his attemptsto create a
“catholic” language, see Kovpapiavov, A. (ed.), daviril dilarridng-Barbié du Bocage-AvOiuog Ialiis, AAnloypagio (1794-1819) (AOfva 1966), pp.
260-268, and Owovopidng, A.B., «Aavigh dunnidov Piog kot Epyov (1759-1832)», Mvyuocivy 7 (1978-1979), pp. 247-255.

11. Kovpapavod, A. (ed.), davi). dilirriong-Barbié du Bocage-AvOyuog Ialife, Adinioypapio (1794-1819) (AT vo 1966), pp. 254-256;
Owovopidng, A.B., «Aavinh dimrridov Biog kat £pyov (1759-1832)», Mvuocivy 7 (1978-1979), pp. 258-262, 269-270. The authors of these books were
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his professors from the University in Paris. On the evolution of scientific thought see Kopdg, I'., Ot fetixés emotijues arov EAAnviké ywpo (15°6-19%¢
aiovag), (AOMva 1991).

12. See Kutpopmiidng, I1., Neoedlnvixéc Aioapmtiouds. Or moritié kar korwvikés 10éec (ABva 1999) and Argyropoulou, R., “ Raisons et |déalismes
de Daniel Philippides’, Revue des Etudes Sud-Est Européenes XX (1982), pp. 355-359. More analytically on the framework of Filippidis' philosophical
thinking see Kovdving, I1., NeoeAdnvikig Adiapwtiouds, Or Dirocopikés idéeg, (AOAva). About Constantinos Koumas see Stassinopoulou, M.,
Weltgeschichte im Denken eines griechischen Aufklarers. Konstantinos Koumas als Historiograph (Frankfurt 1992).

13. SeeCicanci, O., “Daniel Philippidi: Vérité et fiction dans laredaction de |’ Histoire”, Revue des Etudes Sud-Est Européennes XX (1983), pp. 195-
201; Papacostea-Danielopolu, C., Convergences culturalles gréco-roumaines (1774-1859) (Thessaloniki 1998), pp. 112-117 and Philippide, D. D.,
Istoria Romaniei, Cicanci, O. (trans. into Romanian, introduction and notes) (Bucuresti 2004), pp. 27-42. More generally on Romanian historiography
of the period and an analysis of Romanian nationalism see Hitchins, K., The Rumanian National Movement in Transylvania 1780-1849 (Cambridge
Mass. 1969), pp. 58-111; Georgescu, V., Political ideas and the Enlightenment in the Romanian Principalities (1750-1831) (New York 1971).

14. See Philippide, D.D., Istoria Roméaniei, Cicanci, O. (transl. into Romanian, introduction and notes) (Bucuresti 2004).

15. Kovpapuavov, A. (ed.), daviih @rriznionc-Barbié du Bocage-AvOiuoc Faliic, Adinioypagia (1794-1819) (AOfva 1966), pp. 278-280.
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[Mwocdpto :
boyar

Title of the select members of the Slavic nationsaristocracy. In Russia the boyars composed an advisory committee (duma) that controlled the state's
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issues during periods of transition, dynastic discords or decline of the central authorities.
Inyég

[TopaBépata

Evaluation of Daniil Filippidis by Grigorios Konstantas

«EiBe Suwe va eixe 0 £0vog Kol AAAOVE TOLOVTOVE AAAOKOTOUGS LEV €V YHoa KOV PeAEic dE v vedTNTL AvdQAg ol éTtolot
&xAeimovoy ka® uéoav arn’ évag ' évag kai yvuvovtoal 1o £€0vog TolovTwv dvowv»

Kwvotavtag, I, newspaper AOnvd, 1838, pp. 486-487, quoted in Kovpagiavov, A. (ed.), AavinA @idinmidnc-Barbié du Bocage-AvOipoc
T'aCnc, AAAnAoypagia (1794-1819) (A1 va 1966), p. 237.

Bonf. KatdAioyot
Works

lewypagia Newtepixn EpavioOeioa amo dtapopove Zvyypadeic mapa Aavin tepouovayov kai I'pnyopiov iepodiakovov twv Anuntpréwv. Nov
TP@TOV TUTIOLG ékboO¢eion émoTaoia Ty idiwv, kal ptAoTiuw x pnuatin cvvdpour tov évripotatov kvpiov Tov Apoovov XatCn 1fov, Tov é€
Aumnedaxiov. Topoc npwtos meptéxwv v Evpwnéixn Tovpkia, Itadia, Znavia, [Toptovyaddia kel PpavtCa. Ev Biévvn. Hapd 1@ evyevel
Kvpiw Owua o0 Tpattvepy 1791.

H Aoywxn. 'H ai npotar dvantiéels e Téxvne o0 otoxdleoOat. Zoyypaupa ototyetwdec 6mov 10 ovppovAiov twv nalativwy oxoAwy
éCntnoe xal évékpwe. Zvyypadév napa tov KovdiAddx kal petappacdev eic v outAnuévny EAAnvikny didAextov napa AavinA
Anuntpiov Tepopovayov Tov GLAimmidov Tov éx kwunc Mnliwv tov IInAiov dpove, map’ ov mpooeTéOnoay Kal onueldpata, kol pia
ovvorttikn 'ExOeotc To0 unxaviopov tov A6yov UeTd Twv coPiopdtwy, kal évac Adyos mepl Zyxodeiwv. Nov mpwtov ékdo0év éntotaoio
AvOipov Apxiuavopitov tov I'aln. Ev Biévvn tnc Aovatpiac. lapd o PpaviC Avtwvie ZypaiupA. 1801.

Erutoun Aotpovouiac ovyypadeioa Vo Tepwviuov Aadavd AievBvvtntod 100 AcTpookomiov ToD ToAELKOD 0 x0Aelov, Kal épopov ToD
oxoAeiov tnc FdAdiac. MetagpaoOeioa ic Ty xabwuiAnuévny EAAnvikny didAextov napa A.A. tov Prhinmidov Tov dno MnAiwv o0
IInAiov dpove. Nov mpwtov TomoLs éxdobeloa, émtotaocia, ovvopour) kal dtopBwoet Tov Apxiud” AvOipov I'aln xdpw twv Pidopovowv ToD
EAAnvixov I'évove. Touog A’ Ev Biévvn tig Aovotpiac 1803. Ev t1) tvmoypadia Iewpyiov Bevdot.

Totopia tnc Povpovviac 1) ékOeoic T@v dS1oAoywTépwy pvnuovevouévav coUpavT@Y v ToiC dpLoTEPOIS KATW TtaptoTpiol, &mo TN éofoAng
TOV alyvnTiowy péXpL TNG KATAOTACEWS TWV POVUOVVIKWY APXTYELOVIDY TOD Povuovvikod dypov kal 11 MoAdopnc Nov npatov ovvtebeioa

Kal Tomolg éxdobeioa év Aerpia e Zaloviag, Ev 1) tvnoy padia tov TaovyvitC. Touoc a’. Mépoc a’. 1816

Anomnetpa Avalvoewc tov Noovuévov ETepoiac mapd Tac vov, vov mpwtov éxmovnOeioa kal éxdoOeloa mapd TOD ATOTELPOY pAPOV TNC
Povpovviag, xat npoopwvnOeioa, Ev Aetpiq tc Xaloviag 1817. INapa 1w TaovyvitC.

Tewypagucov tc Povpovviac éc dxpieatépay kal mAnpeotépay katdAny ¢ iotopiac avtnec. Nov mpwTov cvvtax0ev kal TUnols ékoo0éy
&v Aewpia tne Zaloviac &v w1 tvnoypadia tov TaovyvitC. Topoc a’. Mépoc p'. 1816

Erutoun tov @ihimmukov tov Hounniov Tpdyov. Nov mpatov éx Tod Aativikov i Ty aloAodwpikny EAANViIKNY SidAekTov
uetayAwttioOeioa, kai ékdobeioa napd tov dnomnetpoypadov e Povuovviac kal npoopawvnOeioa év Aeupia napa tw TaovyvitC. 1817.

DPAwpov émutoutn) twv Popaixwv. NV mpoTov ék 100 pwuaikov eic iy aiododwpikny EAANvikNY OtdAextov petagpacBeion kal ékdoOeion
niapa Tov dnomelpoypagov e Povpovviac kai mpoodwvnOeioa év Aewpia napd tw Bpditkong thc Povuovviag xai “Epted 1818.

Kovpaguavov, A. (ed.), AavinA @iAdinmidne-Barbié du Bocage-AvOiuoc I'alric, AAAnAoypapia (1794-1819) (AOMva 1966).
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Philippide, D.D., Istoria Romdniei, Cicanci, O. (trans. into Romanian, introduction and notes) (Bucuresti 2004).



