
1. Birth – Studies – Teaching 

Daniil (lay name Dimitrios) Filippidis was born possibly between 1750-1755 in Milies, Pilion. His family was eminent and the scholars 
Anthimos Gazis and Grigorios Konstantas were his cousins. He was initially taught by the local teacher, the priest-monk Anthimos 
papa-Pantazis.1 

Dimitrios was ordained a priest-monk in 1779 and embarked on a series of wanderings in order to gain a broader education. He 
initially attended the School of Athos (Athonias) but the poor quality of teaching there after the departure of Evgenios Voulgaris 
frustrated him and already by 1779 he was on Chios, at the School of Agios Minas. A year later he was attending lessons at the 
Principality Academy in Bucharest under notable professors and scholars such as Neophytos Kausokalyvitis. Filippidis remained in 
Bucharest until 1784 while he later taught at the Principality Academy in Iaşi, possibly for a short period (1784-1786).2 

Filippidis’  meeting with Dimitrios Katartzis, “patriarch”  of scholars in Wallachia and a particularly competent thinker with a 
multifaceted European and eastern education,3 was hugely important for his intellectual development, his innovative linguistic ideas 
and his interest in French thinking, during his stay in Wallachia.

An even more important turning point for the development of Filippidis’  philosophical and scientific thinking was his stay in Paris 
(1790-1794). While in the French capital he had the opportunity to attend lessons presented by important scientists such as the 
astronomer Lalande while he also became closely connected to the geographer Barbié du Bocage, who remained a close friend for 
many years.4 

Filippidis abandoned Paris in 1794, possibly because of the violent developments following the French Revolution, which had 
disappointed him, and arrived in Milies in the summer of the same year.5 After a series of moves he settled anew in Iaşi in 1796, at 
the house of the great boyar Gheorghe Balş, where he had been appointed tutor to his sons and where he also continued to write and 
translate.6 For a short period (1803-1806) he taught, despite the objections of conservative sections in Iaşi, at the Principality 
Academy, thanks also to the support of the prince Alexandros Mourouzis who wished to re-organize the Academy and improve its 
standards.7 

Περίληψη : 
Important scholar of the Greek Enlightenment. He taught at the Principality Academy in Iaşi (Jassy) and published numerous books, both 
monographs on the history and geography of Romania and Europe in general, and many translations of scientific and philosophical texts. 
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In 1810 he travelled for a second time to Paris where he remained until 1812. During his stay in the French capital his relations with 
Adamantios Korais became tense, possibly because of differences on linguistic and philosophical issues. Over the following years 
(1812-1815) he lived in Chişinău as assistant to the scholar bishop Bănulescu-Bodoni, and later (1815-1818) in Leipzig in order to 
oversee the publication of his books. He returned to Iaşi in 1818 and lived in the Balş house. 

Little in known about the last years of Filippidis’  life, during which he seems to have not kept in contact with his old friends and 
collegues. He did, however, become a member of the Society of Friends (Filiki Etaireia) in 1819, but did not return to Greece 
despite the invitation of the scholar Neophytos Doukas. He died forgotten by all in Bălţi, a small town in Bessarabia, at the beginning 
of November 1832.8 

2. Works

Writing was undoubtedly the area in which Daniil Filippidis distinguished himself. His work is characterized by variety as it included 
both original geographical and historical essays, and translations of important European texts of science and philosophy. 

2.1. Modern Geography (Geographia Neoteriki)

In 1791, Daniil Filippidis and Grigorios Konstantas published in Vienna the first volume of the Modern Geography (Geographia 
Neoteriki), which included a description of Europe. The Geography was one of the most innovative texts of the Greek 
Enlightenment, thanks to the inventive application of new geographical methodologies which placed emphasis on autopsy and the use 
of the best European handbooks. The ideas expressed within it were often critical, even anticlerical.9 

The modern innovative spirit of the Geography was also expressed clearly in the use of a lively and malleable “popular”  language 
with very few ties to the "purified" speech (katharevousa) commonly used by most scholars. It is worth noting that the work’s 
linguistic form disappointed even Dimitrios Katartzis, the intellectual “father”  of the two scholars (who became known as Dimitrieis), 
while Filippidis himself, while never denouncing the text’s language, never used such “popular”  speech again.10 

2.2. Translations

As a typical representative of the Enlightenment, Filippidis placed great emphasis on the translation of European books on the 
physical sciences. He thus translated the Physics by Brisson, which remained unpublished and the Astronomy by Lalande whih was 
published in two volumes in Vienna in 1803.11 

Apart from scientific textbooks, Filippidis was also systematically involved with the translation of philosophical texts. The texts he 
translated display his extensive knowledge on the course of philosophical thinking in Europe. In 1801 he published in Vienna a classic 
text of French Enlightenment, the Logic by Condillac, while during the last years of his life the scholar from Milies translated 
numerous extracts of Kant's works, as he was one of the first Greek scholars of the Enlightenment together with Koumas to 
approach the thought of the great German philosopher.12 

2.3. Filippidis’  historical works 

Filippidis became systematically involved with history writing during the last decades of his life. Specifically in 1816 he published in 
Leipzig his History of Romania (Istoria tis Roumounias) and Geography of Romania (Geografikon ths Roumounias). 

In the works dedicated to the history of Romania, the scholar seems to have adopted the thoughts of various Romanian scholars from 
both the Danubian Principalities of Wallachia / Moldavia and Transylvania, regarding the origin and historical past of Romanians, and 
adopted the protonatioalistic ideas of these thinkers. He thus examined the history of all three principalities through an acceptance of 
their historical unity while he defended Romanian “rights”  against German historians.13 It is also worth noting that he was the first to 
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use the term “Romania”, a fact which was repeatedly noted in Romanian historiography.14 

It is notable that Greek intellectuals, mainly those involved with the journal Logios Ermis, adopted a clearly negative attitude toward 
Filippidis’  historical studies as they believed that the “nation”  (genos) needed different compositions, mainly regarding its national 
history, and because they believed that the scholar’s language was “technical and pretentious”.15 

3. Evaluation

Filippidis was a distinguished personality among Greek Enlightenment scholars. He was undoubtedly endued and exceptionally gifted 
both in the positive sciences and the humanities, while he was also a “difficult”  personality who did not have any close friends. 

Although Greek scholarshad been positive in their critique of Filippidis’  Geography,they had an entirely negative attitude toward the 
scholar’s historical writings and believed that he did not assist as much as he could the promotion of Greek education. On the 
contrary, Romanian researchers, at least from the beginning of the 20th century, have underlined the originality of his thought and the 
early use of the term “Romania”  used by the Greek scholar. 

1. For detailed biographical information on Filippidis see Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.) Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία 
(1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), pp. 238-286; Camariano-Cioran, A., Les Académies Princières du Bucharest et Jassy et leurs professeurs (Θεσσαλονίκη 
1974), pp. 612-621 and Οικονομίδης, Δ.Β., «Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδου βίος και έργον (1759-1832)», Μνημοσύνη 7 (1978-1979), pp. 203-223.

2. Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), pp. 238-239; Camariano-
Cioran, A., Les Académies Princières du Bucharest et Jassy et leurs professeurs (Θεσσαλονίκη 1974), pp. 613-614.

3. Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), pp. 239-242. On Katartzis’  
circle see Δημαράς, Κ.Θ., Νεοεεληνικός Διαφωτισμός (Αθήνα 1998), pp. 181-185; on Katartzis as a thinker see pp. 201-243.

4. Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), pp. 234-247.

5. Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), p. 195.

6. Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), pp. 249-250; Camariano-
Cioran, A., Les Académies Princières du Bucharest et Jassy et leurs professeurs (Θεσσαλονίκη1974), pp. 615-616.

7. Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), pp. 256-259; Camariano-
Cioran, A., Les Académies Princières du Bucharest et Jassy et leurs professeurs (Θεσσαλονίκη 1974), pp. 617-619.

8. Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), pp. 274-286; Οικονομίδης, 
Δ.Β., «Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδου βίος και έργον (1759‑1832)», Μνημοσύνη 7 (1978‑1979), pp. 217‑223.

9. Modern edition: Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππιδης και Γρηγόριος Κωνσταντάς, Γεωγραφία Νεωτερική (Αθήνα 1988), with rich information 
on the sources and methodology on pages 9-79. Analytically on the ideological bases of the Geography see Κιτρομηλίδης, Π., Νεοελληνικός 
Διαφωτισμός. Οι πολιτικές και κοιωνικές ιδέες (Αθήνα 1999), pp. 139-164.

10. See Δημαράς, Κ.Θ., Νεοεληνικός Διαφωτισμός (Αθήνα 1998), p. 181. On Filippidis’  linguistic interests, which included his attempts to create a 
“catholic”  language, see Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), pp. 
260-268, and Οικονομίδης, Δ.Β., «Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδου βίος και έργον (1759-1832)», Μνημοσύνη 7 (1978-1979), pp. 247-255.

11. Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), pp. 254-256; 
Οικονομίδης, Δ.Β., «Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδου βίος και έργον (1759-1832)», Μνημοσύνη 7 (1978-1979), pp. 258-262, 269-270. The authors of these books were 
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his professors from the University in Paris. On the evolution of scientific thought see Καράς, Γ., Οι θετικές επιστήμες στον Ελληνικό χώρο (15ος-19ος 
αίωνας), (Αθήνα 1991).

12. See Κιτρομηλίδης, Π., Νεοελληνικός Διαφωτισμός. Οι πολιτικές και κοιωνικές ιδέες (Αθήνα 1999) and Argyropoulou, R., “Raisons et Idéalismes 
de Daniel Philippides”, Revue des Etudes Sud-Est Européenes XX (1982), pp. 355-359. More analytically on the framework of Filippidis’  philosophical 
thinking see Κονδύλης, Π., Νεοελληνικός Διαφωτισμός, Οι Φιλοσοφικές ιδέες, (Αθήνα). About Constantinos Koumas see Stassinopoulou, M., 
Weltgeschichte im Denken eines griechischen Aufklärers. Konstantinos Koumas als Historiograph (Frankfurt 1992).

13. See Cicanci, O., “Daniel Philippidi: Vérité et fiction dans la redaction de l’Histoire”, Revue des Etudes Sud-Est Européennes XXI (1983), pp. 195-
201; Papacostea-Danielopolu, C., Convergences culturalles gréco-roumaines (1774-1859) (Thessaloniki 1998), pp. 112-117 and Philippide, D. D., 
Istoria României, Cicanci, O. (trans. into Romanian, introduction and notes) (Bucureşti 2004), pp. 27-42. More generally on Romanian historiography 
of the period and an analysis of Romanian nationalism see Hitchins, K., The Rumanian National Movement in Transylvania 1780-1849 (Cambridge 
Mass. 1969), pp. 58-111; Georgescu, V., Political ideas and the Enlightenment in the Romanian Principalities (1750-1831) (New York 1971).

14. See Philippide, D.D., Istoria României, Cicanci, O. (transl. into Romanian, introduction and notes) (Bucureşti 2004).

15. Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης-Barbié du Bocage-Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794-1819) (Αθήνα 1966), pp. 278-280.
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Γλωσσάριo : 
boyar

Title of the select members of the Slavic nations'aristocracy. In Russia the boyars composed an advisory committee (duma) that controlled the state's 
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issues during periods of transition, dynastic discords or decline of the central authorities.

Πηγές

 

Παραθέματα

Evaluation of Daniil Filippidis by Grigorios Konstantas

«Εἴθε ὅμως νὰ εἶχε τὸ ἔθνος καὶ ἄλλους τοιούτους ἀλλοκότους μὲν ἐν γήρᾳ κοινωφελεῖς δὲ ἐν νεότητι ἄνδρας οἱ ὁποῖοι 
ἐκλείπουσιν καθ’ ἡμέραν ἀπ’ ἕνας ἀπ’ἕνας καὶ γυμνοῦται τὸ ἔθνος τοιούτων ἀνδρῶν» 

Κωνσταντάς, Γ., newspaper Αθηνά, 1838, pp. 486‑487, quoted in Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης‑Barbié du Bocage‑Άνθιμος 
Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794‑1819) (Αθήνα 1966), p. 237.

 

Βοηθ. Κατάλογοι
Works

Γεωγραφία Νεωτερικὴ Ἐρανισθεῖσα ἀπὸ διαφόρους Συγγραφεῖς παρὰ Δανιὴλ ἱερομονάχου καὶ Γρηγορίου ἱεροδιακόνου τῶν Δημητριέων. Νῦν 
πρῶτον τύποις ἐκδοθεῖσα ἐπιστασίᾳ τῶν ἰδίων, καὶ φιλοτίμῳ χρηματικῇ συνδρομῇ τοῦ ἐντιμοτάτου κυρίου Ἴβου Δροσινοῦ Χατζῆ Ἴβου, τοῦ ἐξ 
Ἀμπελακίων. Τόμος πρῶτος περιέχων τὴν Εὐρωπέϊκη Τουρκία, Ἰταλία, Σπάνια, Πορτουγαλλία καὶ Φράντζα. Ἐν Βιέννῃ. Παρὰ τῷ εὐγενεῖ 
Κυρίῳ Θωμᾷ τοῦ Τράττνερν 1791. 

Ἡ Λογική. Ἤ αἱ πρῶται ἀναπτύξεις τῆς τέχνης τοῦ στοχάζεσθαι. Σύγγραμμα στοιχειῶδες ὅπου τὸ συμβούλιον τῶν παλατίνων σχολῶν 
ἐζήτησε καὶ ἐνέκρινε. Συγγραφὲν παρὰ τοῦ Κονδιλλιάκ καὶ μεταφρασθὲν εἰς τὴν ὡμιλημένην Ἑλληνικὴν διάλεκτον παρὰ Δανιὴλ 
Δημητρίου Ἱερομονάχου τοῦ Φιλιππίδου τοῦ ἐκ κώμης Μηλίων τοῦ Πηλίου ὄρους, παρ’ οὗ προσετέθησαν καὶ σημειώματα, καὶ μία 
συνοπτικὴ Ἔκθεσις τοῦ μηχανισμοῦ τοῦ λόγου μετὰ τῶν σοφισμάτων, καὶ ἕνας λόγος περὶ Σχολείων. Νῦν πρῶτον ἐκδοθὲν ἐπιστασίᾳ 
Ἀνθίμου Ἀρχιμανδρίτου τοῦ Γαζῆ. Ἐν Βιέννῃ τῆς Ἀουστρίας. Παρὰ τῷ Φρὰντζ Ἀντωνίῳ Σχραίμβλ. 1801.

Ἐπιτομὴ Ἀστρονομίας συγγραφεῖσα ὑπὸ Ἱερωνύμου Λαλὰνδ Διευθυντητοῦ τοῦ Ἀστροσκοπίου τοῦ πολεμικοῦ σχολείου, καὶ ἐφόρου τοῦ 
σχολείου τῆς Γαλλίας. Μεταφρασθεῖσα εἰς τὴν καθωμιλημένην Ἑλληνικὴν διάλεκτον παρὰ Δ.Δ. τοῦ Φιλιππίδου τοῦ ἀπὸ Μηλιῶν τοῦ 
Πηλίου ὄρους. Νῦν πρῶτον τύποις ἐκδοθεῖσα, ἐπιστασίᾳ, συνδρομῇ καὶ διορθώσει τοῦ Ἀρχιμδ’ Ἀνθίμου Γαζῆ χάριν τῶν Φιλομούσων τοῦ 
Ἑλληνικοῦ Γένους. Τόμος Α’. Ἐν Βιέννῃ τῆς Ἀουστρίας 1803. Ἐν τῇ τυπογραφίᾳ Γεωργίου Βενδότη.  

Ἱστορία τῆς Ρουμουνίας ἢ ἔκθεσις τῶν ἀξιολογωτέρων μνημονευομένων συμβάντων ἐν τοῖς ἀριστεροῖς κάτω παριστρίοις, ἀπὸ τῆς ἐσβολῆς 
τῶν αἰγυπτίων μέχρι τῆς καταστάσεως τῶν ρουμουνικῶν ἀρχηγεμονιῶν τοῦ Ρουμουνικοῦ ἀγροῦ καὶ τῆς Μολδόβης Νῦν πρῶτον συντεθεῖσα 
καὶ τύποις ἐκδοθεῖσα ἐν Λειψίᾳ τῆς Σαξονίας, Ἐν τῇ τυπογραφίᾳ τοῦ Ταουχνίτζ. Τόμος α’. Μέρος α’. 1816 

Ἀπόπειρα Ἀναλύσεως τοῦ Νοουμένου ἑτεροίας παρὰ τὰς νῦν, νῦν πρῶτον ἐκπονηθεῖσα καὶ ἐκδοθεῖσα παρὰ τοῦ ἀποπειρογράφου τῆς 
Ρουμουνίας, καὶ προσφωνηθεῖσα, Ἐν Λειψίᾳ τῆς Σαξονίας 1817. Παρὰ τῷ Τάουχνιτζ.

Γεωγραφικὸν τῆς Ρουμουνίας ἐς ἀκριβεστέραν καὶ πληρεστέραν κατάληψιν τῆς ἱστορίας αὐτῆς. Νῦν πρῶτον συνταχθὲν καὶ τύποις ἐκδοθὲν 
ἐν Λειψίᾳ τῆς Σαξονίας ἐν τῇ τυπογραφίᾳ τοῦ Ταουχνίτζ. Τόμος α’. Μέρος β’. 1816 

Ἐπιτομὴ τῶν Φιλιππικῶν τοῦ Πομπηΐου Τρόγου. Νῦν πρῶτον ἐκ τοῦ Λατινικοῦ εἰς τὴν αἰολοδωρικὴν ἑλληνικὴν διάλεκτον 
μεταγλωττισθεῖσα, καὶ ἐκδοθεῖσα παρὰ τοῦ ἀποπειρογράφου τῆς Ρουμουνίας καὶ προσφωνηθεῖσα ἐν Λειψίᾳ παρὰ τῷ Τάουχνιτζ. 1817.

Φλώρου ἐπιτομἢ τῶν Ρωμαϊκῶν. Νῦν πρῶτον ἐκ τοῦ ρωμαϊκοῦ εἰς τὴν αἰολοδωρικὴν ἑλληνικὴν διάλεκτον μεταφρασθεῖσα καὶ ἐκδοθεῖσα 
παρὰ τοῦ ἀποπειρογράφου τῆς Ρουμουνίας καὶ προσφωνηθεῖσα ἐν Λειψίᾳ παρὰ τῷ Βράϊτκόπφ τῆς Ρουμουνίας καὶ Ἕρτελ 1818.

Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης‑Barbié du Bocage‑Άνθιμος Γαζής, Αλληλογραφία (1794‑1819) (Αθήνα 1966).
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Κουμαριανού, Α. (ed.), Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης, Γρηγόριος Κωνσταντάς Γεωγραφία Νεωτερική (Αθήνα 1988).

Philippide, D.D., Istoria României, Cicanci, O. (trans. into Romanian, introduction and notes) (Bucureşti 2004).
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