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The Region of Dobrudja from the Middle Agesto the end of Ottoman Rule

Summary :

The Ottoman military operations for the conquest of Dobrudja extended from 1388 to 1484; but it was in the early sixteenth
century when the Ottoman- Turks managed to establish effective political control in the region. During the Ottoman rule, Dobrudja
had a mixed population of Muslims, Romanians, Greeks, Armenians, Jews and other ethnic groups. Dobrudja was incorporated
into Romaniain 1878.

Other Names

Dobrogea, Dobrudza, Dobruca, Aofpovtad (Dovroutsa)
Geographical Location

Danube Delta, Black Sea

Historical Region

Land od Dobrotici

Administrative Dependence

1. Dobrudja

[Dabrogea in Romanian, Jo6pyoaca (trandliterated Dobrudzha) in Bulgarian, Dobruca in Turkish, and dofpovtod (trandliterated
Dovroutsd) in Greek.] In modern times, the name Dobrudja has referred to the territory between the Kilia arm of the Danube Delta
to the north, the Black Seato the east, maritime Danube (i.e. downstream of Silistria) to the west, and the rivers Beli Lom and
Kamchiya (in the region of the Maritime Balkans) to the south. However, in mediaeval times, the name Dobrudja referred to only one
part of today’s region of the same name, namely to the ‘land’ of Dobrotici. Under Ottoman administration (from the fifteenth century
to 1877/78), the use of this toponym was extended to designate the entire Istro-Pontic isthmus (i.e. today’s Dobrudja).

2. The name

There have been many hypotheses about the origin of the name Dobrudja. Some rather fanciful theories derived the name from the
Dobéres, an ancient population mentioned by Herodotus.! According to others, the toponym derived from terms describing the
geographic and physical features of the territory: dobro (Sl.= good),zdobriée (Sl.= stony, infertile soil).3 Still other theories drew on
the Turkic history of the territory between the Danube and the Sea, from the Avars and Bulgarians, in the sixth-seventh centuries A.D.
up to the Pechenegs, Oghuzes and Kumans in the eleventh-twelfth centuries and the Seldjuks led by 1zz ed-Din Kaikavus || and Sari
Saltuk Dede in the thirteenth.* The latter theories propose an old Turkic origin of the name derived from terms such as: Bergan/Burgn,
mentioned by the twelfth-century Arab geographer Idrisi,” or from a combination of dhu = leader with brugan = vallum,
propugnaculum.®

Other authors searched for the etymology in the name of an eponymous hero. The most likely choice has been the despot Dobrotici

(approx. 1347-1386), the region’s most famous political leader.” All the theories around the name Dobrudja have swayed between a
Slavic and a Turkic (or Slavicised Turkic) origin of the toponym. The explanation which derived the name of the land from the name
of itsleader, Dobrotici, also had to contend with the alternative Slavic, Turkic (Kuman), or Romanian origins proposed for this hero’s
name, an issue over which specialists have so far failed to reach an agreement. The tradition of naming a country after its leader or
ruling dynasty was frequent among Turkic populations.

For instance, the Ottomans used this system to designate state names: Ayd:in-ili, Shusmanos-ili, Bogdan-ili (Moldavia) and Alexa
(Mangop). The oldest written references to the ‘land’ of Dobrudja date back to the latter half of the fifteenth century and are to be
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found in the works of the Ottoman chroniclers of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, but not in the work of Asikpasazade and Oruc
bin Adil or in the anonymous chronicles published by Giese.2 The current phoneticism of the name Dobrudja-Dobruca-is also to be
found in Ottoman sources, either in the works of chroniclers (Dobruca-ili, Sahra-i Dobruca) or in Ottoman registers (Dobruca

viIayeti).9 Leunclavius mentioned aland called Dobritze.*® Names related to the meani ng "land of Dobrotici" date from the latter half

of the fourteenth century: "terra Dobroticii", 1 "terrarum Dobroticii despotus’.12 The Slavs used the designation Dobr oticetsvo

zemlija (land of Dobrudja). The Romanians on the left bank of the Danube used their own, Romanic, appellative: "Decinde” (Lat. de-

ecce-inde), meaning the'land beyond (the Danube)" or even simply "Turke'y".l3 In the course of the "unifying" Ottoman domination
(15th-19th centuries) the use of the name Dobrudja was extended to the space between the Danube and the Black Sea. Other well-

known place names, such as Moldavia or Bessarabia, followed a similar pattern.1*
3. A short history of Dobrudjain the middle ages

Historically, the region between maritime Danube, the Minor Balkans and the Black Sea was either a single imperia administrative
entity (for instance in the Roman and Byzantine empires, and later in the Ottoman empire), or was divided into several local units
(under Mongol or Byzantine domination). Alternatively, it merged with the state on the left bank of the Danube, 7ara Roméneasca
(Wallachia). During the Greco-Roman and Byzantine periods, it was known as the province Mykra Scythia. The Greek geographer
Strabo called it Scythia Minor under Roman administration (or simply Scythia, starting with the reign of Emperor Diocletian). Later, in
the eleventh and twelfth centuries, it was known as the theme Paristrion or Paradunavion, which meant ‘the land adjacent to or
along the Danube’ 15 Under Byzantine control, or on the margins of the Byzantine empire, the space of today’s Dobrudja comprised
amultitude of local dominions. The Byzantine writer Anna Komnene mentioned tenth-and eleventh-century local leaders such as
Tathos/Chalis (at Darstor/Silistria), Satsa and Sesthlav (at Vicina).1% In the twelfth century there were several "Romanian

lands' (Wallachia): one in the region of Silistria, onein the vicinity of Isaccea, one at Kilia, and one in the region of the maritime
Balkans, on the seafront, at “Zagora, the place where the brothers Assan and Peter started the uprising which resulted in the creation

of the Romanian-Bulgarian state of the Assenid dynasty (1186-1257).%

After the great Mongol invasion of Eastern Europe (1240-41), alarge region, from the outflow of the Don to Constantinople and
further east, towards Slovenia, was turned into tribute-paying dominions by the Tatars. The discovery of coins dating from circa 1300
led to the identification of statal entities controlled by the Mongols, but also by Byzantium, at Tulcea, Niculitel, Isaccea and Macin.18
The restoration of Byzantine rule in the region of the lower Danube during the reign of Michael V111 Paeologus (1258-1282) led to
consistent colonization of Byzantine-controlled areas in the land of Dobrudja/Dobraceiili by the Anatolian Turks of the Seldjukid
Sultan 1zz ed-Din Keykavus 1 1 The companions and disciples of the dervish Sari Saltuk Dede, who arrived in the Istro-Pontic
territories around these times, founded the town Babadag. Evliya Celebi wrote about the merging of the Anatolians with the native

Vlachs, which resulted in the Dobrudjan population known as citag.2°

Fourteenth-century documents from the Patriarchate of Constantinople relating to its subordinate dioceses mention four emerging
statal organizations. The one in the Danubian region downstream of Silistria (the region of the lakes and the Paristrian Islands) was
under the ecclesiastic control of the Diocese of Vicina. This ‘country’ mediated the links between Wallachia and Tara Carvunei (the
land of Carvuna). The earliest documentary evidence for ‘ Tara Carvune’ (Sl.= Korvinuska Khora or Carbona, as it was designated
in Itaian fourteenth-century sailing charts), is to be found in the Slavonic privilege issued by loan Assan I for the Ragusan merchants

(1230—35).21 It was the most prominent and best-documented of the four states. A coastal area under the jurisdiction of the Diocese
of Varnaand Carvuna, the ‘land of Carvuna was a Pontic principality dependent on Byzantium. Adjacent to Carvuna was, to the
south, ‘Zagora', the dominion of Michael, the son-in-law of Dobrotici and the son of the Byzantine emperor Michael V Paleologus.

*Zagora' was located in the south-eastern zone of the Maritime Balkans, extending to the Gulf of Burgas.?2 To the west was the
despotate of Dérstor/Silistriaruled by Terter, son of Dobrotici.?® After the assassination of Michael by Terter at Silistria (1376),
Zagora was taken over by Dabrotici. Upon the latter’s death (1386), the land of Silistria and the territories of Dobrotici (terrae
Dobroticii) devolved to Mirceathe Old (Mircea cel Batran), prince of Wallachia, and to loanco/lvanco, a son of Dobratici, lord of

the harbour of Varna.2*
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In terms of institutions and civilization, these fourteenth-century Dobrudjan states were essentially Byzantine. The citadel of Silistria
was led by a kefalia. Greek was the official language in Dobrudja. The Diocese of Vicinawas led by Greek bishops. In 1379 the
metropolit of Varna became exarch of the Patriarch of Constantinople, and was in charge of some of the patriarchal castles, excepting
Kilia. Dobrotici’s title as ‘ despot’ was conferred by Constantinople and his coins had inscriptions in the Greek language. When he

took over Dobrudja, Mirceathe Old kept and respected its Byzantine ingtitutions.?
4. The Ottoman conquest of Dobrudja

The current state of research does not yield a comprehensive and consistent image of the processes of the integration of the
Dobrudjan region within the Ottoman state. Only a few milestones and stages in these processes are clear. The Ottoman conquests
made during Ali Candarlu’s campaign of 1388 against the dissidents of Plognik (1387) —i.e. Shishman from the tsarate of Turnovo
and loanco (Dobrucaoglu), both vassals to the Ottomans — did not extend beyond the line Turtucaia/Tutrakan-Varnain the north.
Silistria, defended by Mirceathe Old, and loancu’s Varnaresisted Ali Candarlu’s attack. The titles of Mircea the Old show that, by
1389, he held the Podunavskim stranam [the land of Podunavia = the land by the Danube]. In addition, by 1390-91, he was
despot over Dabrotici’s lands and master of Dristra/Silistria (‘terrarum Dobrodicii despotus et Tristri dominus’).

The destruction of the Bulgarian tsarate of Turnovo by Bayazid | [Idirzm (1393) brought both Silistria and Varna within the
boundaries of the Ottoman state. In 1395, Mircea joined forces with Sigismund of Luxemburg to attack the Ottomans in the uc of
Deliorman, which lay to the north-east of Shishman’s Bulgaria, in the lands of Dobrotici (‘ad partes Dobroticii’).2% After the crusade
of Nikopol (1396), Sigismund escaped on a ship bound for the mouth of the Danube (which means that the right bank of the Danube
was not under Ottoman domination). The Tsarate of Vidin became the sancak of Vidin.

The severe internal crisis of the Ottoman state triggered by the defeat of Bayazid | at Ankara (1402) opened up new opportunities for
resistance and reaction for Wallachia, which counted the right bank of Dobrudjan Danube among its territories. According to Evliya
Celebi, ‘during the war between Bayazid and Timur-Lenk, the princes of Wallachia and Moldavia occupied dl the citadels this side of
the Danube’ .2’ The list of Mircea' s titles on 23 November 1406 read as follows: ‘ Prince over al the land of Ungrovlachia and the
lands across the mountains, and the lands lying towards the Tatars' regions, ruler of both sides of Podunaviaup to the great Sea,
and master of the citadel of Darstor [Silistria]’.28 This shows that Mircea had control over the Danubian banks of Dobrudja down
to the river’s flow into the Black Sea (this did not refer, however, to Kilia, but to the southern mouths of the river). The same titles for
Mircea, to which was added the description ‘master of many Turkish towns’, appeared in documents of 1409, 1413, and 1415.%°
The fact that Wallachia was contiguous to the Black Sea s also attested by an observation around 1404 by Bishop John of Sultanieh
(‘next to the great, or Pontic, Sea, lies WaIIa(:hia’).30 The titles of Mirceathe Old’'s son and successor, Mihail, in 1419 also testify to
the same territorial coordinates of Wallachia and Dobrudja: ‘ruler of both sides of Podunavia down to the great Sea and ruler of the

citadel of Darstor’ .3t

Owing to Mircea the Old’s ceasel ess manoeuvring in favour of Mehmed I’ s adversaries (one of whom was sheikh Bedreddin), the
Sultan organized an expedition against Wallachia, dated variously by historians from 1416 to 1420. He found the citadels of Isaccea

and Yeni-Saein ruins, ‘owing to the mindlessness of the Giaours'. After taking them over from Mircea, the Sultan had them rebuilt.32
It is not known how much of Dobrudja’s territory was occupied by the sultan on this occasion. It is quite probable that, beside the
two afore-mentioned citadels, this territory also included Babadag, the city of Sari Saltuk Dede. A privilege granted to the Cozia
Monastery in 1421 by Prince Radu Prasnaglava (‘ The Bald") established the monastery’ s right to fish in the lakes from Sapatu and

down to the mouth of the river lalomita, on the left bank of the Danube, in Wallachia®® Duri ng Mirceathe Old’ s reign, this north-
Danubian region was under the jurisdiction of the kefalia of Silistria. At the time of the 1421 privilege, the south-Danubian region of

Silistriawas under Ottoman control (in 1426 the Prince of Wallachia, Dan |1, attacked and set fire to Silistria).3*

Jehan de Wavrin's account of the expedition of the Burgund flotilla on the Black Sea and the Danube (1445), after the crusade of
Varna, suggests that Mangalia, Lycostomo, Briila, |saccea and Harsova were not under Turkish domination.® The campaign in the
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winter of 1461/1462led by Vlad Tepes against the Ottoman military outfit on the Lower Danube shows that the Dobrudjan right
bank, at Isaccea, Y eni-Sale and Silistria, was controlled by the Ottomans. And finally, a penal code (kanun-name) from the time of
Sultan Bayazid |1 (1481-1512) mentions the fact that Varna, Balcik, Kaiakra, Konsige (sic!) and Mankalya ‘were annexed to the

liva Silistria’ (ki terrakkiciin zabt olunan der liva-i Slistre).6It would appear that, initially, the administrative organization of the
littoral zones' differed from the continental zones. The account of the Ottoman Empire by lacopo de Promontorio (circa 1475,

according to his editor)37 mentions a ‘ capitanate’ of Constantinople during the reign of Mehmed |1, which comprised the littoral strip
between Panidos (on the Sea of Marmara) and Varna. This region overlaps with the areas ceded to Byzantium under the treaty of
1403 by the son of Bayazid I, Slileyman ¢elebi, namely the littoral area between Panidos and Varna, which was probably an early
Byzantine administrative organization of the Black Sea coast. According to the afore-mentioned kanun, the section of the coast from
Varnato Mangalia (probably also including Constanta) appears to have belonged to the of Silistria during the reign of
Bayazid |1, a sultan who also conquered the Moldavian towns of Kilia and Cetatea-Alba on behalf of the same sancak (1484).

Mesimvria was still Byzantine in 1451.38

The conquest of Kilia— the northernmost point of Dobrudja—in 1484% iswi dely considered as the completion of Ottoman rule over
this region. However, in reality the situation was far more complex. The documents relating to the Ottoman political activities around
this time are not sufficient for an understanding of the period, but the information they offer is complemented by that of Ottoman
administrative acts regarding the organization of conquered territories in Dobrudja. The Ottomans are known to have respected two
principles in the organization of conquered territories: one was the preservation, within a single Ottoman province, of pre-Ottoman
state entities; the other was the integration within Ottoman administrative structures of the new territories in chronologica order of
their conquest.

5. The Ottoman administrative organization of Dobrudja

During the entire period of Ottoman administration (from the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries), the territory of Dobrudja was part
of the sancak, later the eyelet, of Silistria, within the beylerbeyilik of Rumelia. By analogy with better-studied regions, one can

presuppose a period when Dobrudja was an uc-beylik, meaning a peripheral, borderland area with a high degree of autonomy. “°

There are very few records from the first century of the great Ottoman conquests (from the late fourteenth to the late fifteenth

century), both for the Dobrudjan areas and for other regions of Rumelia** The records from the years 1530/31% offers, among other
information, valuable suggestions concerning the succession of Ottoman conquests on Dobrudja’ s territory in the fifteenth century.

In the 1530 defter, the territory of today’s Dobrudja covers by the three of Hirsova (today’s Harsova), Varna and Silistria®®
The kaza of Harsova comprised the Dobrudjan area north of the Karasu valley and the vallum system dotting the coast of the Black
Sea at Gargalik (today’s Corbu) and Karaharman (today’s Vadu). It then ran along the western side to the great 1akes of the Razelm
complex, by the town of Ester and the castle of Yeni-Sale, and right to the most famous centre of Islam, Babadag, located on the
trans-Dobrudjan route. In north-eastern Dobrudja, it comprised the small market-towns Bestepe, Tulcea, Isaccea and Macin, and in
the west, it extended from the commercial river-way Piua Petri/Floci-Héarsova to Cernavoda/Bogaz-koy (Karasu-bogaz in the
defter).

South of the Karasu valley, the Dobrudjan space was divided into two kazas: in the west, adjacent to the Danube, the kaza of
Silistrig; in the east, towards the sea coast, the kaza of Varna. The latter covered the Pontic coast from the iskele (harbour)
Constanta (Kdstence iskelesi) in the north, and the entire coast-line, via the lake Techirghiol (Tekfurgdl i) area and down to
Mangalia and hence southwards, below Varna (including the ports Keligra iskelesi/Caliacra, Balcik iskelesi/Balcik, Varna
iskelesiand the villages Ecrene and Galata Varnei/Kalana). Its southernmost limit was beyond the Kamchiyarriver, that is to say some
way below the estuary of the river Defne, guarded in the north by the citadel of Varna and in the south by Galata (near Varna).

The kaza of Silistria bordered the kaza of Varnain the west, from Kara-su (today’ s Medgidia), continuing along the Danubian strip
between lon Corvin/ Kuzgun-pinari, Adamclisi and the area around Ostrov and Silistria. The kaza of Silistria was bordered to the
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south by the kaza of Provadia, and to the west by the sancak of Nikopol. The three Ottoman administrative entities presented in the
defter for the year 1530/31 were identical with the ones represented in the defter for 1526-1529.

Alexander Kuzev’'s study on sixteenth-century Dobrudi a* demonstrated the overlap between the borders of the kaza of Varna and
the despotate of Dobrotici. From the viewpoint of ecclesiastic geography, this territory was controlled by the Diocese of Varna.
Kuzev established the limits of the kaza of Varna on the basis of place names from the defter of 1573. At that time, the kaza of
Varna extended aong the littoral, from the Kamchiyariver up to Yilaniik (Vama Veche), south of Mangalia. By comparing this source
with the register of 1530/31, it is evident that, fifty years earlier, the kaza of Varna comprised a much larger territory in the north,
including both Mangalia and the iskele (harbour) Constanta (Késtence). With respect to inland areas, there were no essential
differences between the two sources. The register of 1530/31, older than the one used by Kuzev, offers, therefore, a more accurate
picture of the ‘first stage’ of Ottoman organization in Dobrudja. The southern limit of the kaza of Varnawas the same in 1530/31 and
in 1573 — as established by Alexander Kuzev — namely the Kamchiya river, on both of its banks. However, it is well-known that, in
the south, at the time of their greatest expansion, the territory of Dobrotici extended beyond this line. One has to consider the fact that
Dobrotici’s dominion resulted from the juxtaposition of several regions, most probably with different administrative status (terrae
Dobraoticii). The ‘land of Carvuna’ was its patrimonial territory, founded on Byzantine traditions and ecclesiastically dependent on the
Metropolitanate of Varna (and Carvuna, at some point). The most important territory in the dominion was the maritime boundaries
around Varna and the Cape Caliakra. Having succeeded his brother, Balica, to the throne of Carvuna, around the year 1347
Dobrotici extended the maritime boundaries of his state to include the ports of Venzina/Vicina, Kozeakon/Obzor and

Emmona/Emine.*® Prior to the death of the arkhon Balica, Dobrotici had ruled temporarily over Midiye, a citadel near

Constantinople, next to Cape Karaburun.*® The greatest littoral extension of Dobrotici’s despotate (down to Midiye) appears,
according to the 1490/91 defter, to coincide with the southern limit of the sancak of Silistria. After the assassination of his son-in-
law, Michael, the latter’s Zagora, together with Messimvria, were taken over by Dobrotici. In the 1530 defter, the port of
Mesimvria did not form a separate kaza, but belonged to the kaza of Rus-Kasri. Thus organized, the territory is reminiscent of
Michael’s Zagora, i.e. the south-eastern part of the Maritime Balkans, down to the Gulf of Burgas. Mesimvria was to be claimed by
the Wallachian Prince Mircea the Old, in his capacity as ruler of Dobrotici’s lands, a claim which put him on a collision course with

Byzantium. 4/

The stable nucleus of the dominions of Dobrotici was comprised of what was then called ‘ Dobrudja and what the Ottomans included
within the kaza of Varna. In narrative and chancellery sources this region was described as: a dry, semi-desert steppe48, alittoral
strip, with a northern limit around the village of Gura Dobrogei (Mouth of Dobrudja)*°, and a southern limit approximately at
Bazargic- Provadia.>® These boundaries correspond with those of thekaza of Varna as they appear in the 1530/31 register. The ‘land
of Terter’, the son of Dobrotici, i.e. the ‘land of Silistria’, can be seen to overlap with the boundaries of the kaza Silistria.®!
Dobrotici’s more ‘casual’ dominions were part of various kazas of the sancak of Silistria. The sancak of Silistria comprised a variety
of territories and political entities: * Dobrotici’s Dobrudja’, Michael’ s Zagora, the Danubian land of Terter at Silistria, some regions of
Turnovo Bulgaria' s north-east, the ancient Turko-Tatar towns Y eni-Sale, |saccea and Babadag, and the primary Danubian zone
between the lowlands of Hirsova, Macin, Tulcea and Karaharman/Vadu. To this stable area of the sancak of Silistria were added,
over time (between 1484-1538), the Moldavian towns of Kilia and Cetatea Alba and the left bank of the Danube from up north of
the mouth of the river lalomitato the Siret river (after 1538, the kaza of Braila).

The status of Dobrudja’s northern part —i.e. the kaza of Harsova in the 1530 defter —isless clear. The oldest known written record

for this kaza dates back to 1502/1503% (wheresas the kazas of Silistria and Varna were mentioned in the 1490-91 defter). We can,
therefore, suppose that effective political control over this area was established in the early sixteenth century. Its periphery (the area
Babadag-Y eni-Sale), was incoporated into the centre (the region between Harsova and Karaharman), which was probably under the
control of Wallachia. This entity formed the kaza of Harsova. In the 1573 defter, following some restructuring, Dobrudja’s northern
part, which included the towns of Macin, Garvan, Isaccea, Tulcea and Bestepe, was assigned to a separate kaza, the kaza of
Isaccea, while the remaining areas came to be known as the kaza of Harsova-Babadag. The fact that Ottoman rule over northern
Dobrudja (north of the Karasu valley) started later than over the areas south of the valley isalso illustrated by the routes followed by
Ottoman troops crossing Dobrudja. During the campaign of Mehmed || against Stephen the Great (1476), the campaign of Bayazid
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Il against Kilia and Cetatea-Alba (1484), and that of Siileyman Kanuni against the Prince of Moldavia, Petru Rares (1538), troops
crossed ‘maritime Dobrudja’ (the kaza of Varna) towards I saccea, along the route Bal cik-K avarna- Papazlik- Tatlicak (today’s 23
August)-Siit-koy(today’ s Ovidiu)-Ester (Té\rgsor)-San-SaItuk-Baba(Babadag)-lswaccea54 However, Sultan Osman 1, on hisway to
the citadel Hotin (1621), crossed through the middle of Dobrudja via a different route: Provadia-Hacioglu-pazar: (Bazargic)-Kara-su
(Medgidia)-Babadag- | saccea.®® Subsequent Ottoman campaigns in Poland and in Moldavian areas (1672 and in 1711)% were
conducted along the same trans-Dobrudjan route (sahrak, the route of the imperial campaigns, as recorded in the writings of Evliya
Celebi). Presumably, the route via Kara-su/Medgidia (Babadag-1saccea), into the area of the kaza of Harsova came into use after
the takeover and organization of northern Dobrudja. A kaza with the name Karasu-Tekfugdl i, the capital of which was the town

Kara-su, started to be mentioned in Ottoman documents only towards the mid-sixteenth century.57 In the seventeenth century,
Dobrudja comprised the following kazas. Haci-oglu-pazari, Silistra, Aydos, Ahyolu (Anchialos, Pomorie), Varna, Balcik, Mangalia,
Kara-su, cardak, Babadag and a* nahiye Dobruca’ (which included several villages located approximately to the south-east of
Silistria) %8

Northern Dobrudja - the areas on the right bank of the Danube, between the mouth of the river ladlomita and the outflow of the Siret
and down to ‘the great Sed' - had maintained, as early as the fourteenth century, close links with Wallachia as well as with the
province of Silistria and Pacui, the region of the * Paristrian islands’. The trade privileges given to the merchants of Brasov (Kronstadt)

— one granted in 1358 by the King of Hungary Louis | of Anjou, and another issued in 1368 by Prince Vlaicu of Wallachia®
(completed by the entitlement granted by the Hungarian king to the merchants of Brasov, trading in the ‘state’ of Demeter princeps
tartarorum) - all suggest aland corresponding to Wallachia on the right bank of the Danube, in Dobrudja, a region which permitted
access to the sea, the target area of magjor international commerce. Integrated within Wallachia in circumstances that have yet to be
clarified, and then lost definitively to the Ottomans in the early sixteenth century (in stages that remain equally unclear), the
particularities of this area were to be preserved by the Ottomans, who organized there a kaza presided over by the citadel of
Harsova. Towards the mid-sixteenth century, after the annexation of Briila and the creation of the kaza of the same name (on the
shores of the Morass of Braila), a new Metropolitanate of Proilava was created. The Metropolitan See of Proilava had under its
jurisdiction an area consisting of the villages around the Morass of Braila and on the banks of Dobrudjan Danube, as well as the
‘Christian reaya’ of ‘ Ottoman Moldavia, i.e. the sancak Bender- Akkerman. The Metropolitan See of Proilavawas mentioned in
lists of bishoprics under the Constantinopolitan Patriarch, before the sees of Ungrovlachia and Moldovlachia, which had obviously
been created earlier. Thisjustified an important hypothesis, according to which the Metropolitanate of Proilavawas arevival, in a

different historical context, of the Metropolitanate of Vicina.%0

At the end of the sixteenth century (1599), as a consequence of Cossack incursions and of the wars led by the Wallachian Prince
Michael the Brave in the Danubian areas, the Porte decided to elevate the sancak of Silistria to the rank of eyalet/beglerbeglik of
Silistria-Ozii. In the seventeenth-eighteenth centuries, this eyalet comprised the following sancaks: Nikopol, Silistria, Bender-

Akkerman, Ochakov, Kilburun and Dogan.61 In the context of the reforming policies initiated by Sultan Abdulmecit (1839-1861) in
the Tanzimat period, Dobrudja was incorporated (1864-1878) into the newly-created province of the Danube (Tuna ).

6. Ottoman Dobrudjain the 17th — 19th centuries

Under Ottoman rule, Dobrudja enjoyed a great deal of attention owing to its strategic location as a border region (serhad). In the
context of the sixteenth-century wars, those of with the Wallachians, Moldavians and their dlies, and also of the Ottoman-Christian
thirteen-years war (1593-1606), old citadels were restored and new ones built. Thus, Osman |1 (1604-1622) built the citadel of
Tulcea, while the kapudan Celebi Hasan-pasa built the citadel of Isaccea. Murad IV (1612-1640) built the citadel of Karaharman
and started the fortifications of Babadag (which were never completed). In terms of ownership rights, in Dobrudja the towns and
some farming estates were reserved for the sultan as khass-: humayun (imperial domain). They could temporarily be transferred by
the sultan to members of his family or to high dignitaries, who were allowed to turn them into . Among the best-known wakfs
were those at Babadag, founded by Bayazid 11 for the mausoleum/tiirbe of Sari Saltik Baba, and the one created in the seventeenth
century by Ali pasa for the town mosque. Also well-known were the wakf at | saccea founded by Osman |1 for the local citadel, the
wakf of Sultan Selim II's daughter (1566-1574) at Mangalia, and the wakfs said by Evliya Celebi to have existed at Silistria and



[APYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring : (19/6/2008)
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=12392>

The Region of Dobrudja from the Middle Agesto the end of Ottoman Rule

2

Tulcea 8

The penal codes (kanun) offers a comprehensive picture of the institutional, economic, military and social outlines of Ottoman
Daobrudja, where pre-Ottoman local institutions were embedded within the customary Ottoman civil-administrative and military
structures. From an economic perspective, sixteenth-century kanuns show that Dobrudja’ s towns, ports and market towns were
integrated in the empire’s economy as producers and suppliers of farming produce, as well as transit centres for the produce of the
Southern Mediterranean and Pontic areas, on the one hand, and for goods coming from Central and North-Eastern Europe, on the
other.

7. The Population

The population varied greatly in terms of religion and ethnicity: it included both Muslims and Christians, natives and colonists. The
latter comprised groups forcibly re-settled by the Ottomans by deportation (stirgiin), as well as voluntary migrants such as the
Italians, Ragusans (who established communities at Silistria, Varna and Babadag) and Jews, who were attracted by trade
opportunities. The earliest inhabitants included autochthonous Romanians and Romanian migrants from Eflak (Wallachia), Bogdan
(Moldavia) and Erdd (Transylvania), Greeks, Turks (from Anatolia and the Balkans), Tatars (both Crimean and Nogay), who either

arrived there in the thirteenth century or who were sent there later by the Ottomans, in XVt and xvith centuries, Armenians, Jews,
Russians, and Bulgarians. The kanun-names recorded the special status of some groups such as the yirik or eviad-: fatihan, the
Gypsies/cingane, kibtiyan. Starting with the seventeenth century, Dobrudja became the arena of major military confrontations. early
seventeenth-century Cossack raids, the wars between the Romanian principalities and the Ottomans from the second half of the
seventeenth century onwards, as well as the Russo-Austrian-Turkish wars of the eighteenth century. These events disrupted road
transport and economic activities, and depopulated villages and towns. In order to offset the population decline in the empire by
encouraging migration and settlement, a decree issued during the Tanzimat period (and sanctioned by the Sultan on 9 March 1857),
offered important guarantees and incentives to migrants, irrespective of ethnicity or faith. As aresult, the nineteenth century saw the
arrival in Dobrudja of new and large groups of population - both Christian and Muslim - from Central Europe, Russia and the
Balkans: Germans, Italians, Dalmatians, Bulgarians, Russians, Lipovans, Zaporozh' e Cossacks, Greeks, Armenians, Jews,
Hungarians, Arabs (largely Syrians), Laz, Kurds, etc.5% Sulina, for instance, prior to 1877, had a mixed population of Italians,

Albanians, Germans, Austrians, Poles, English, French, Danes and even Persians. %

The Romanian population was highly stable and was denser in villages on the right bank of the Danube (Niculitel, Isaccea, Tulcea,
along the Karasu valley, Silistria). It grew with the arrival of nomadic shepherds, seasonal workers and refugees from the Romanian
lands. The continuous movements of the Romanian population across the Danube isillustrated by toponymic doublets on both banks
of the river (Codugea-Codlogeni, Vlahchioi-Vlaheni, Satu-Nou-Satnoeni). The future Marshal von Moltke observed in 1841 that, in
demographic terms, the Romanians came second to the Tatars, but ahead of both Bulgarians and Turks.®°According to the statistics
compiled by the agronomist lon lonescu de la Brad (1850), the ethnic Romanians represented over a half of the entire population in
the census. Most Bulgarians — with the exception of older groups living generally in towns - settled in Dobrudja later, in the nineteenth

century66. Such settlement was voluntary or was the result of dislocations caused by the Russo-Turkish wars (starting with that of
1806-1812 and up to the Russo-Romanian-Turkish war of 1877-78). In some Bulgarian schools (Macin, Silistria) education wasin
Romanian or Greek. In 1870, when the Ottomans granted from the Patriarchate of
Constantinople, a Bulgarian archbishopric was created with the seat at Silistria. However, the Greeks and Romanians in Northern
Dobrudja remained under the authority of the Greek Archdiocese of Tulcea/Tulca (subordinate to the Greek Patriarchate of
Constantinople).

TheGreeks mainly populated the major commercial centres: Silistria, Constanta, Sulina. But, there is a so evidence of their presencein
rura areas, for instance in a fishing village by the Danube called Greci (i.e. ‘Greeks' in Romanian). Starting with 1859, the charity
registers of the church in Azaclau (in northern Dobrudja) suggest that they chose either to keep their ethnic identity or to intergrate
into the Romanian population.®” The majority came from the islands of the Archipelago and from the lonian Islands and ran major
businesses, owned ships or dominated minor urban trade. In the nineteenth century Silistria had a school and a church founded with
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support from Bishop Dionysius and the Patriarchate of Constantinople. Also, in the nineteenth century, a Greek Orthodox church
catered for the faithful in Sulina, while in Constanta an imperial decreed the creation of a Greek church, one of the city’s
major buildings. In Mangalia's old church, a Greek-language inscription on a coffin, dated 1685, is one of many sources indicating the

long history of Greek communitiesin Dobrudja. It reads: 'Here rests the late jupan (archon) Belisarios.® Babadag and Tulcea had
Armenian communities, founded in the first half of the nineteenth century.

From Russia came the Zaporozh' e Cossacks (once Empress Catherine |1 abolished their autonomy in 1775), Ruthenians (Ukrainians
from Austrian-controlled areas, who arrived after the Russo-Turkish war of 1828-1829) and Lipovans (Old Believers, who opposed
Peter the Great's reforms), who arrived in the first quarter of the eighteenth century. Towards the end of the seventeenth century,
German settlers arrived and created colonies structured around religious criteria. The Evangelist/L utheran migrants from Russia or
western Prussia settled in the village Atmagea, while the Catholic Germans from southern Germany settled in the village Ma coci.

The Mudlims were the privileged group. According to seventeenth-century registers, the Turks and Tatars were the most numerous
ethnic group in the central and southern areas of Dobrudja. Others Muslim groups were re-settled in the nineteenth century: Tatars
from Kuban colonized the region of the Danube Delta after the 1768-1774 war, while Crimean Tatars arrived in the same areas after
the Russian annexation of the Khanate of Crimea (1783). The seventh decade of the nineteenth century saw the arrival in Dobrudja of
Circassian refugees arriving from the North Caucasus (after 1864). Owing to their military skills, they were granted comparatively
more privileges than other Ottoman subjects and were re-settled in the forested area of Babadag. After the war of 1877-78, they left

Dobrudja and settled in other regions of the Ottoman Empire.5?

8. The end of Ottoman domination in Dobrudja

The Russo-Turkish wars of the eighteenth-nineteenth centuries (starting with the earliest invasion of the Dobrudjan territory by
Russian troops in 1770) led to the depopulation and economic destabilisation of the region. The occupation of 1829 was especially
destructive, leading to mgjor shifts of population and to the ruin of many towns and villages. The town of Kara-su, which had
flourished in previous centuries as a north-south transit point of the Dobrudja, was almost totally destroyed. Consequently, the Sultans
Mahmud I1 (1837) and Abdilmedjid (1846) visited Dobrudja personaly in order to take the necessary measures to re-populate the
province and re-organize its economy. The Romanian expert lon lonescu de la Brad was a member of one such mission of
reconstruction. After the Crimean War, around 60,000 Tatars and Circassians from the Crimea and the Caucasus were re-located in
Dobrudja. On the ruins of the market town Kara-su, the Crimean Tatars built a town, called Medcidiye (today’s Medgidia) in honour
of the sultan who offered them asylum. In 1857-1860, an English company — the Danube and Black Sea Company Ltd — built the
shortest railway line which linked the Danube and the Black Sea (between Cernavoda/Bogaz-kdy and Constanta/K dstence).

The peace treaty of Adrianople (1829) ceded the Mouth of the Danube to the Russian Empire but, after the Crimean War (1856),
Russia lost territory it had been granted at the Danube Delta. In the aftermath of the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-78, by the Treaty of
Berlin (13 July 1878), Dobrudja was incorporated into the Romanian state, with the exception of the areas south of Silistria (Southern
Dobrudja), which became part of the principality of Bulgaria, under Ottoman suzerainty. On 14 November 1878, addressing the
Romanian troops overseeing the take-over of Dobrudja according to the provisions of the Berlin Treaty, Carol of Hohenzollern-
Sigmaringen, Prince of Romania, the future King Carol | (1881), summed up thus his views on what Romanian sovereignty over this
territory should mean: ‘ Soldiers!..you will arrive in Dobrudja not as conquerors, but as friends, as brethren of the inhabitants.. You
will also find inhabitants of other ethnicities and other faiths...you will find Muslims, whose customs are different from ours; | strongly

recommend that you respect their faith’ 0,

1. Leunclavius, Johannes, Historiae Musulmanae Turcorum (Frankfurt, 1591), p. 880.

2. Ubicini, }H. A., Revue de Géographie 12 (1879), p. 241.



IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring : (19/6/2008)
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=12392>

The Region of Dobrudja from the Middle Agesto the end of Ottoman Rule

3. Kanitz, F., LaBulgarie Danubienne et le Balkan (Paris, 1882), p.880; Conea, ., "Consideratiuni geografice asupradiferitelor nume ale
Dobrogei’" [Geographical observations on the various names of Dobrudja], Lucrarile Institutului de Geografie al Universitayii din Cluj 1V (1928-
1929), p. 89.

4. 1slam Ansiklopedisi, 111 (Istanbul 1945), entry ‘Dobruca’ (A. Decei); Encyclopédie de |’ Islam, |1 (Leiden-Paris, 1963) entry ‘Dobrudja (H. Inalcik).
5. Britescu, C., "Dobrogeain secolul a Xl1-lea: Bergean, Paristrion” [Dobrudjain the 17th century: Bergean, Paristrion], Analele Dobrogei 1/3 (1920).

6. Alexandrescu, M.M., - Bulgaru, D., "L’ origine du nom de la Dobroudja", in Fenesan, C.(ed.), Seldjoukides, Ottomans et I’ espace roumain (I stanbul
2006), pp. 312-321.

7. 1slam Ansiklopedisi, |11 (Istanbul 1945), entry ‘Dobruca’ (A. Decei), p. 633; Encyclopédie del’Islam, |1 (Leiden-Paris, 1963) entry ‘Dobrudja’ (H.
Inalcik), p. 625; Diaconu, P., "Origineanumelui Dobrogea' [The origin of the name Dobrudja], Buletinul Bibliotecii romane. Studii si documente
roménesti XVII (XXI) (1992/93), p. 235. In addition, the linguist Vasile Bogrea pointed out to the twelfth-century feminine Ukrainian anthroponym
‘Dobrodja’.

8. Islam Ansiklopedisi, 111 (Istanbul 1945), entry ‘Dobruca’ (A. Decei), p. 633; Alexandrescu, M.M.,-Bulgaru, D., "L’ origine du nom de la Dobroudja’,
in Fenesan, C.(ed.), Seldjoukides, Ottomans et I’ espace roumain (Istanbul 2006), p. 310.

9. 370 numaral: muhasebe-i vilayet-i Rumvili defteri (937/1530), (Ankara, 2002), vol. I1, p. 78/381.
10. Leunclavius, Johannes, Historiae Musulmanae Turcorum (Frankfurt, 1591), col. 265.

11. Acta Patriarchatus. Constantinopolitani (Miklosich and Milller, eds.) I, p. 367.

12. lorga, N., Histoire des Roumains, v. |11 (Bucharest, 1937), p. 339.

13. Diaconu, P., "Origineanumelui Dobrogea" [The origin of the name Dobrudja), Buletinul Bibliotecii romane. Studii si documente romanesti XVII
(XXI) (1992/93), pp. 235-239. Mateescu, T., Documente privind istoria Dobrogei (1830-1877) [Documents relating to the history of Dobrudja, 1830-
1877], (Bucharest, 1975), passim.

14. Bratescu, C., "Pamantul Dobrogei" [The land of Dobrudja], in Dobrogea. Cincizeci de ani de vieatd romaneasca [Dobrudja. Fifty years of
Romanian life], (Bucharest, 1928), p. 4.

15. Diaconu, P., "Origineanumelui Dobrogea [The origin of the name Dobrudja], Buletinul Bibliotecii romane. Studii si documente romanesti XV
(XXI) (1992/93), pp. 233-235.

16. Fontes Historiae Daco-Romanae, v. 111, pp. 88-89 (Ana Comnena, Alexiada, V1, X1V, 1). Petre Diaconu places Vicinaon the current site of Pacuiul
lui Soare (Diaconu, P., "Despre localizarea Vicine" [Thelocation of Vicina], Pontica 3 (Constanta, 1970), pp. 275-295.

17. losipescu, S., Balica, Dobrotizd, |oancu (Bucharest, 1985), p. 101.

18. Ernest and Irina Oberl&nder-Tarnoveanu, ‘ Contributii lastudiul emisiunilor monetrare si al formatiunilor politice din zona gurilor Dunarii Tn secolele
XI1-X1V’ [Contributions to the study of coin issues and Danubian political configurationsin the 13th-14th centuries], Studii si cercetari deistorie
veche si arheologie 32/1 (1981), pp. 89-109.

19. Guboglu, M., Crestomarie turca. | zvoare narrative privind istoria Europei orientale si centrale (1263-1683) [Turkish Crestomathy. Narrative
sources for the history of East-Central Europe, 1263-1683], (Bucharest, 1977), p. 33 (Y azicioglu-Ali).

20. Encyclopédie del’Islam, |1 (Leiden-Paris, 1963) entry ‘Dobrudja’ (H. Inalcik), p. 635.

21. Densusianu, N.,-Kaluzniaski, E., (eds.), Documente privitoare la istoria romanilor. Colectia Eudoxiu de Hurmuzaki [ Documentsrelating to the



IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring : (19/6/2008)
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=12392>

The Region of Dobrudja from the Middle Agesto the end of Ottoman Rule

history of the Romanians. The Eudoxiu de Hurmuzaki collection], (Bucharest, 1890), 1/2, p. 781.
22. losipescy, S., Balica, Dobrotizd, loancu (Bucharest, 1985), p. 127.

23. Diaconu, P., "O formatiune statala |a Dunirea de Jos la sfarsitul secolului a X1V-leanecunoscuti pana in prezent” [An unknown 14th-c statal unit
on the Lower Danube], Studii si cercetari deistorie veche si arheologie 2/28 (1978), p. 136.

24. Diaconu, P., "O formatiune statala la Dunirea de Jos lasfarsitul secolului al XIV-leanecunoscuti pana in prezent” [An unknown 14th-c statal unit
on the Lower Danube], Studii si cercetari deistorie veche si arheologie 2/28 (1978), pp. 198-199. The author believes that the names Terter and loanco
designated one and the same son of the despot Dobrotici. Sergiu losipescu, however, claims that Dobrotici had two sons, cf. losipescu, S., ‘Génois,
Tatars et la création de lafagade maritime des pays roumains au X1Vesiecle', in Bilici, F.,-Candea, |., -Popescu, A., (eds.), Enjeux politiques,
économiques et militaires en Mer Noire (XIVe-XXI siécles). Etudes a la mémoire de Mihail Guboglu (Braila, 2007), pp. 126-127.

25. Nasturel, P.S., "Une victoire du voévode Mircea I’ Ancien sur les Turcs devant Silistra (c. 1407-1408)", Studia et Acta Orientalia 1 (Bucharest,
1957), pp. 239-247.

26. Fr. Zimmerman, Carl Werner, Georg Miiller, (eds.), Urkundenbuch zur Geschichte der Deutschen in Siebenbiirgen, 111 (Sibiu, 1902), p. 135-137; A.
Ghiata, ‘Conditiile instaurarii dominatiei otomane in Dobrogea’ [The beginnings of Ottoman domination in Dobrudja], Studii istorice sud-est
europene,1 (Bucharest, 1974), p. 72.

27. Calatori straini despre fdrile romane [Foreign travellers accounts about the Romanain lands] (henceforth Calatori stréini), VI, M.M.
Alexandrescu-Dersca Bulgaru, Mustafa Ali Mehmet (eds.) (Bucharest, 1976), p. 356.

28. Documenta Romaniae Historica (DRH), B, | (Bucharest 1966), doc. 32.
29. DRH, B, I, nos. 32, 35, 38.

30. Cldtori striini, 1, Maria Holban (ed.) (Bucharest, 1968), p. 39.

31. DRH, B, I, doc. 43 and 45.

32. Cronici turcesti privind ¢arile romane { Turkish chronicles regarding the Romanian lands], (henceforth Cronici turcesti) I, Mihail Guboglu,
Mustafa Mehmed (eds.), (Bucharest 1966), p. 307 (Sa'ad ed-Din) and p. 32 (Sukrllah).

33. DRH, B, I, doc. 48.

34. AncaGhiata, ‘ Conditiile instaurarii dominatiei otomane in Dobrogea’ [The beginnings of Ottoman domination in Dobrudja], Studii istorice sud-est
europene, 1 (Bucharest, 1974), p. 105.

35. Petre Nasturel, ‘ Phases et alternatives de |a conquéte ottomane de la Dobroudjaau XVe siécle’, Actes du I1e Congreés international des Etudes du
sud-est européen (Athens, 7-13 May 1970), t. 111 (Athens, 1978), p. 49-58.

36. Ahmed Akgiindiiz, Osmanl: kanunnameleri ve hukuki tahlilleri (Istanbul, 1990), vol. I1, p. 506; Rositza Gradeva, ‘ Administrative system and
provincial government in the central Balkan territories of the Ottoman Empire, 15" century’, in vol. Rumeli under the Ottomans, 151-18™ centuries:

institutions and communities (Istanbul, 2004).

37. Franz Babinger, Die Aufzeichnungen des Genuesen Jacopo de Promontorio de Campis iiber den Osmanenstaat um 1475, in Bayerische
Akademie der Wissenschaft. Philosophisch-Historische Klasse, Sitzungberichte Jahrgang 1956, Heft. 8 (Munich, 1957).

38. Colin Imber, The Ottoman Empire (1300-1484) (Istanbul, 1990), p. 147-148.

39. Nicoari Beldiceanu, ‘Laconquéte des cités marchandes de Kilia et de Cetatea Alba par Bayezid |1, in |dem, Le monde ottoman des Balkans
(1402-1566). Institutions, société, économie (Variorum Reprints, London, 1976), p. 37-90.



IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring : (19/6/2008)
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=12392>

The Region of Dobrudja from the Middle Agesto the end of Ottoman Rule

40. H. Inalcik, art. cit.

41. For thefifteenth century : two defters of ciziye from the years 1488/89 and 1490/91, see O. L. Barkan, 894 (1488/89) yil: ciziyesinin tahsilat:na ait
muhasebe bilancgolarz, ‘Belgeler’, 1964, 1, t. I, no. 1, p. 40-41; Nikolai Todorov, Za demografskoto sastoianie na Balkanskiia poluostrov prez XV-XVI ,
Godishnik na Sofiyskiya Universitet, Filozofsko-Istoricheski Fakultet, LI, 2, 1959-60. Strasimir Dimitrov, Elena Grozdanova, Stepan Andreev, (eds.),
Chast ot smetkovoden registar za dandka ciziyye, sabran ot evropeyskite provintsii na Osmanskata imperiya prez 1489-1491g., in Turski |zvori za
Balgarskata Istoriia, vol. 7 (Sofia, 1986), p. 25-26. For the sixteenth century : Tayyib Gokbilgin, ‘Kanuni Sultan Sileyman devri baglarinda Rumeli
eyaleti, livalar, sehir ve kasabalar:’, Belleten, vol. XX, nr. 78, 1956, p. 253-261 ; Idem, Rumeli’de Yirlkler, Tatarlar ce Evliad-: Fatihan (Istanbul, 1957):
TD 222 (1543) and TD 614 (1584) at the Bagbakanlik Osmanl: Arsivi in Istanbul ; Anca Ghiata, ‘ Toponimie si geografie istorici in Dobrogea medievala si
modernad’ [Historical toponymy and geography in mediaeval and modern Dobrduja], Memoriile secriei de stiingeistorice, series|V, t. V, 1980. Bistra
Tsvetkova, ‘Tsenen osmanski istocinik zaistoriata na Dobroudjaprez XVI vek’ in lzvestia na Narodnia Muzei Varna, VI, 1972. Bistra Tsvetkovaand
Anca Gjaca (Ghiata), ‘ Fragment nouvellement découvert du grand registre de celepkesan pour la Bulgarie du nord-est et larégion de Dobroudja
(1573)', I zvestia na Narodnata Biblioteka ‘Kiril i Metodii’ t. X1V (XX) (Sofia, 1976), p. 349-360 ; 370 numaral: muhasebe-i vilayet-i Runtili defteri
(937/1530)[ A register of accounts for the province Rumelia, no. 370, from the years 1530], Ankara, 2002, vol. I1.

42. Thisisaregister of the icmal type compiled on the basis of a mufassal of 1529/30, Ayse Dogan-K ayapinar, Le sancak de Vidin du XVe alafin du
XVle siecle (unpublished doctoral thesis, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris, 2004), p. 95-97.

43. See Anca Popescu, ‘Vestigii ale organizarii Dobrogei preotomane Tntr-un defter din anul 1530’ [V estiges of the organization of pre-Ottoman
Dobrudjain adefter of 1530’, in Ovidiu Cristea, Georges Lazir, (eds.), Vocaria istoriei. Prinos Profesorului Serban Papacostea [A calling for history.
A tribute to Prof. Serban Papacostea] (Briila, forthcoming, 2008).

44. Alexander Kuzev, ‘Zwei Notizen zur historichen Geographie der Dobrudza’, Studia Balcanica, 10 (Sofia, 1975).
45. Tosipescu, Balica, p. 90, 126-127.
46. losipescu, ‘Génois, Tatars', p. 126-127.

47. Serban Papacostea, ‘ Tara Romaneasci si criza de structura almperiului otoman (1402-1413)' [Wallachia and the structural crisis of the Ottoman
Empire, 1402-1413], in Serban Papacostea, Evul Mediu roméanesc. Realitayi politice si curente spirituale [The Romanian Middle Ages. Palitics and
religion] (Bucharest, 2001), p. 86-87.

48. Sahra-i Dobruga, M. M. Alexandrescu-Dersca Bulgaru, op. cit., p. 310 ; Deserto de Brozie (Angiolello), see Calatori straini, I, p. 134. Ibn
Battuta mentions crossing the desert for 18 days, Caldtori strdini, I, p. 4-5.

49, Rafael Leszczynsky (Caldatori straini,, vol. VIII, p. 183).

50. Calitori striini, vol. VIIT (Bucharest 1989), p. 598 (Francisc Go$ciecki).

51. Diaconu, ‘O formatiune statald’, p. 136.

52. The defter of ciziye no. 37, in 908 H (1502-1503), see 370 numaralz, p. 20.

53. The defter of celepi for the year 1573, published by Bistra Tsvetkova and Anca Gjaca (Ghiata).
54. Cilitori striini, 1, p. 134-137 (Angiolello,) and p. 383-384 (the campaign of 1538).

55. Cronici turcegti, I11, Mustafa Ali Mehmed (ed.) (Bucharest, 1980), p. 56-64 and Cronici turcesti, 11, Mihail Guboglu (ed.) (Bucharest 1974) p. 162-
164 (Mustafa Naima and Solakzade Mehmed Hemdemi).

56. Adrian Tertecel, ‘Un izvor otoman necunoscut istoriografiei noastre: “Jurnalul”(defter) lui Ahmed bin Mahmud (secretar al visteriei
otomane) privind campania militard a Inaltei Porti din anul 1711 in Moldova’ [An unknown Ottoman source: the Journal (defter) of
Ahmed bin Mahmud, secretary to the Ottoman treasury, regarding the Ottoman 1711 campaign in Moldavia], Caietele Laboratorului de



IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring : (19/6/2008)
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=12392>

The Region of Dobrudja from the Middle Agesto the end of Ottoman Rule

studii otomane, no. 2 (Bucharest, 1993) p. 129-130. Cronici turcesti, vol. II, p. 332-337 (Hagi Ali, the campaign of Camenita, 1672).

57. Tahsin Gemiil, ‘ Consideratii privind aspectul demografic a zonei centrale a Dobrogei la sfarsitul secolului al XV11-lea [Considerations regarding
the demography of central Dobrudjain the late 17t century], in vol. Comunicdri deistorie a Dobrogei (Constanta, 1980), p. 69

58. Russi Stoykov, ‘Selitav Silistrenskia sandjak prez 70-te godini naX V11 bek’, Izvestia na Narodnia Muzei Varna, VII, 1971, p. 163-181.
59. DRH, D-1, no. 39 and no. 46.
60. P. S. Nasturel, ‘La conquéte ottomane de Briila et la création du siége métropolitain de Proilavon’, Il Mar Nero, 111, 1997, p. 207.

61. A. Tertecel, ‘Marea Neagri otomani si ascensiunea Rusiei (1654-1774)’ [The Ottoman Black Sea and Russian expansion, 1654-1774], in Ovidiu

Cristea(ed.), Marea Neagra. Puteri maritime — Puteri terestre (sec. XI11-XVI11) [The Black Sea. Maritime Powers — Land Powers, 131-18™ centuries]
(Bucharest, 2006), p. 327.

62. M. M. Alexandrescu-DerscaBulgaru, ‘ Sur I’administration des villes de Dobroudja sous la domination ottomane (XVe-XVIll€) siécles, in
Fenesan, (ed.), Seldjoukides, p. 336-337.

63. For detailed information on the population of Dobrudjain the 17t-19 centuries, see Kemal Karpat, ‘ Popul ation movement in the ottoman statein
the nineteenth century : an outline’, Contribution a I’ histoire économique et sociale de I’Empire ottoman, Collection Turcica, |11, (Louvain-Peeters,
1984) and Adrian Radulescu, lon Bitoleanu, Istoria Dobrogei ‘[A history of Dobrudja], 2" revised ed., (Constanta, 1998).

64. Adrian Radulescu, lon Bitoleanu, op. cit.,p. 288.

65. Ibidem, p. 279.

66. Ljubomir Miletich, Staroto bdalgarsko naselenie v severoiztocina Bélgaria (Sofia 1902), p. 167-168.
67. N. lorga, ‘O condici de pomeni dobrogeani In 1859, Revistaistorica, 7-9 (Bucharest, 1925), p. 204-216.
68. N. lorga, 'Inscriptii vechi' [Ancient inscriptions], Revista istorica, .XVIII, 7-8 (Bucharest, 1932), p. 272.
69. Kemal Karpat, op. cit. p. 396-428 and Adrian Radulescu, lon Bitoleanu, op. cit. p. 276-308.

70. Carol 1, King of Romania, Cuvantari si scrisori [Speeches and letters] (Bucharest, no date), t. 11.

Bibliography :
Radulescu A., Bitoleanu |., Istoria Dobrogei, Constanta 1998

Mateescu T., "Les Diocéses orthodoxes de la Dobroudja sous |a domination ottomane", Balkan Studies, 13/1,
1972, 279-300

Alexandrescu M. M., Bulgaru D., "L’ origine du nom de la Dobroudja", Cristina Fenesan, Seldjoukides,
Ottomans et |’ espace roumain, Istanbul 2006

Bratianu G., "Une nouvelle interprétation du nom de la Dobroudja’, Revue des Etudes Roumaines, 17-18,
1993



IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring : (19/6/2008)
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=12392>

The Region of Dobrudja from the Middle Agesto the end of Ottoman Rule

Diaconu P., "Originea numelui Dobrogea”, Buletinul Bibliotecii romane. Studii si documente romanesti, XVII
(XXI), 1992/93

Veliman V., "Toponimul Dobrogea in documentele turcesti”, Originea tatarilor. Locul lor Tn Roméania si
lumea turca, Smpozon internagional, Bucharest 1997

Diaconu P., "O formatiune statald la Dunarea de Jos la sférsitul secolului a X1V-lea necunoscutd pana in
prezent", Studii si cercetari deistorie veche si arheologie, 28/2, 1978

Jorga N., "Venetiain Marea Neagra, |, Dobraotici,", Analele Academiel Romane. Memoriile Secriei Istorice
(AARMS), 36/2, 1914

losipescu S., Balica, Dobrotita, loancu, Bucharest 1985

lon Barnea, Stefan Stefanescu, Din Istoria Dobrogei [ Fragments of Dobrudjan history] 11, 111,
Bucharest 1971, Fragments of Dobrudjan history

Cossuto Giuseppe, Breve Storia dei Turchi di Dobrugia, Istanbul 2001

Decel Aurel, "Dobruca’, Isidm Ansikopedisi 111, Istanbul 1945

Dimitrov Strashimir, Jecev N., Tonev V., Istoria na Dobrudja, Sofia 1988
1878-1928 Dobrogea. Cincizeci de ani de vieata romaneasca, Bucharest 1928
Ekrem Mehmet Ali, Dinistoria turcilor dobrogeni, Bucharest 1994

Inalcik H., "Dobrudja’, Encyclopédie de I’ lslam 77, L eiden-Paris 1963

lorga N., Histoires des Roumains, I-X, Bucharest 1937-1944

Gemil Tashin, Romanii si otomanii Th secolele XIV-XVI, Bucharest 1991

Beldiceanu N., "La conquéte des cités marchandes de Kilia et de Cetatea Alba par Bayezid I1", Slidost-
Forschungen, 23, 1964

Bratianu G.I., Recherche sur Vicina et Cetatea Alba, Jassy 1935

Cazacu M ., "Les Ottomans sur le Bas-Danube au XVe siecle. Quelques précisions’, Sidost-Forschungen, 41,
1982

Ciociltan V., "Competitia pentru controlul Dunarii inferioare, 1412-1420", Revista de Istorie, 10-11, 1982
Ghiata Anca, "Conditiile instaurarii dominatiei otomane in Dobrogea", Studii istorice sud-est europene, 1, 1974
lorga N., Sudii istorice asupra Chiliel si Cetatii Albe, Bucharest 1990

Popescu A, Bilici Faruk, Candea | onel, "Génoais, Tatars et la création de la facade maritime des pays
roumains au X1Ve siecle", Bilici Faruk, Candea lonel, Popescu Anca, Enjeux politiques, économiques et
militaires en Mer Noire (XIVe-XXle siécles). Etudes a la mémoire de Mihail Guboglu, Braila 2007, Enjeux
politiques, économiques et militaires en Mer Noire (X

Kuzev A., "Contribution al’ histoire des forteresses médiévales sur le Bas-Danube, |V, Silistra et Harsova',



IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring : (19/6/2008)
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=12392>

The Region of Dobrudja from the Middle Agesto the end of Ottoman Rule
| zvestiia, V, 20, 1969

Mateescu T ., "Dobrudja according to Michael the Brave's plan”, Revue des Etudes Sud-Est Européenes, 15,
2, 1977

Nasturel PetreS., "Phases et alternatives de la conquéte ottomane de la Dobroudja au XVe siecle”, Actes du
Ile Congresinternational des Etudes du sud-est européen (Athens, 7-13 May 1970), Athens 1978, Actes du
[le Congres international des Etudes du sud-est eur

Alexandrescu M. M., Bulgaru D., "Sur I'administration des villes de Dobroudja sous la domination ottomane
(XVe-XVllle siecles)", Revue des Etudes du Sud-Est Européen, 32, 3-4, 1994

Anghelov D., Etudes ethno-culturelles, Sofia 1987
Arbore Al., "Contributiuni la studiul asezarilor tatarilor si turcilor in Dobrogea’, Arhiva Dobrogei, 3,4, 1919

Arbore Al., "CétevaTnsemnari asupra grecilor, cerchezilor si arabilor din Dobrogea", Analele Doobrogei, 3, 4,
1923

Bacila |. C., "Stampesi harti privitoare la trecutul Dobrogel”, Analele Dobrogei, 9, 2, 1928

Beldiceanu-Steinherr |I., Beldiceanu N., "Acte du régne Selim | concernant quelques échelles danubiennes de
Valachie, de Bulgarie et de Dobrudja’, Siidost-Forschungen, XX X111, 1964

Veinstein G., Berindei M., "Réglements fiscaux et fiscaité de la province de Bender-Agkerman, 1570",
Cahiers du Monde Russe et Soviétique, 22, 2-3, 1981

Bratescu C., "Populatia Dobrogei”, Analele Dobrogei, 9, 1, 1928

Gemil Tashin, "Consideratii privind aspectul demografic al zonei centrale a Dobrogei |a sféarsitul secolului &
XVIl-led', Comunicari deistorie a Dobrogei , vol. 1, Constanta 1980, Comunicari de istorie a Dobrogei

Gemil Tashin, "Vakifuri otomane fondate pe teritoriul Romaniei (sec. XV-XVIII)", Faseteleistoriel. Existenye,
identitayi, dinamici. Omagiu academicianului Stefan Stefanescu, Bucharest 1998

Gradeva R., "Administrative system and provincial government in the central Balkan territories of the Ottoman
Empire, 15th centuries’, Rumeli under the Ottomans, 15th-18th centuries: institutions and communities,
I stanbul 2004

Karpat K., "Population movement in the Ottoman state in the nineteenth century: an outline’", Contributions &
I”histoire économique et sociale de I’ Empire ottoman, Collection Turcica, |11, Louvain-Peeters 1984,
Contributions a |’ histoire économique et sociale de I’ Empire

Glossary :

Bulgarian issue
The Bulgarian struggle for ecclesiastical autonomy. Since the 1850’s the Bulgarians claimed the establishment of an autonomous
church (exarchate) which would retain typical relationship with the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The latter opposed to this movement
as its role had been undermined. After long lasting negotiations and the failure of any attempt for reconciliation, an Ottoman firman
promulgated in 1870 established the Bulgarian exarchate, although the Patriarchate declared the Exarchate schismatic. Naturally,
the main character of the struggle of the Bulgarians for ecclesiastical independence was not religious. It was bounded to the Bulgarian
nationalism emerged at that time and had clear political dimension (Bulgarian political independence).
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firman
In the Ottoman Empire, an imperial edict or commission signed and sealed by the Sultan.
kaza

The basic grade of the Ottoman provincial administration. It included the surrounding region of acity or atown. During the late Ottoman Period it is
identified with the kaymakamlik.

sancak (liva)

Medium sized unit of provincial administration of the Ottoman state, throughout its history. A subdivision of the early Ottoman eyalet (or
beylerbeylik) and the later Ottoman vilayet. In the late Ottoman Period it was known also as mutasarriflik.

vilayet (valilik)

The larger administrative unit in the Ottoman provincial administration system. The large provinces of the Ottoman Empire were previously called
eyalet. The new regulation of 1864 introduced the vilayet as an equivalent of the French départment - albeit of smaller size. The governor of the
vilayet was called vali and had extensive authority.

wakf (vakif)

A foundation, agrant of land or other source of income, including tax revenues, which was considered to be dedicated according to the sacred law
(seriat) and was used for religious and charitable purposes.
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